
Biodiversity on our farms.  
 

 

“Biodiversity is the total diversity of all plant 
and animal life, from microscopic organisms to 
higher plants and animals, and is essential for 
delivering or regulating numerous ecosystem 
processes and services.” 

Stiles, William. (2017). The importance of 
biodiversity and wildlife on farmland.  

 

 

 

 

See below surveys/ extracts from reports around farmland biodiversity 
carried out on our farms.  

 



 

The below report is a farmland bird survey carried out on the farm Michael 

Kavanagh manages by the Belvide Ringers.   

Please note: Due to Covid-19 restrictions not all areas were covered equally with some fields only 

observed from the road.  The fields and hedges either side of Newhouse Lane (NHL) were the ones 

with the highest recording effort.  

During March/April mixed flocks of finches were seen with 60 plus birds being the largest these 

comprised predominantly Chaffinches, Goldfinches and Linnets. Yellowhammers were also present 

within these flocks with 11 being the highest definite count.  

Yellowhammer (Emberiza citronella) – Males seen/heard regularly singing on territory: Three NHL, 

two (central hedges NHL), one (field Bonningale), two (Patshull Road hedge). It is believed that this 

red data species will increase in numbers over the next few years. 

Skylark (Alauda arvensis) minimum of 30 singing males suggest the same number of breeding pairs 

which for a red data species is encouraging. 

Common Linnet (Carduelis cannabina) – Three pairs were seen in the central hedge off NHL Lane.  A 

male singing on territory (NHL) was also seen regularly. In other fields at least 4 other pairs bred in the 

hedgerows. This is also another red data species and hopefully numbers will increase over the next 

few years.  

Grey Partridge (Perdix perdix) – Single sighting of two on 01/04/20 and no know doubt more pairs 

but difficult to locate in the daytime. A red data species.  

Grey Wagtail (Motacilla cinereal) – Pair were regularly seen over NHL field /stream area  

Stock Dove (Columba oenas) – max five seen 0n 27/03/20, a male was heard singing 14/04/20 and 

two pairs were recorded on 16/04/20 

Fieldfare (Turdus pilaris) – Flocks regularly seen during March/April with a max of 45. This species is 

a winter visitor and prefer feeding in no till fields. 

Redwing (turdus iliacus) – Flocks regularly seen during March and early April with a maximum 

number of 30. This bird is a winter visitor and again prefer non till fields to feed in the daytime.    

Song Thrush (Turdus philomelos) two together  

Dunnock (Prunella modularis) – pair nesting in hedge NHL and no doubt more pairs breeding in other 

hedgerows around the farm 

Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) – two sightings of a young male bird near to NHL nest box although there 

was no sign of the box being used. The box was later checked in June and signs that a bird had been 

roosting in box at night.  

Sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisus) – Single sighting  

Reed Bunting (Emberiza schoeniculus) Single male sighting but no proof of breeding  

 

Migrants recorded:  

Common Whitethroat (Sylvia communis) – Pairs seen at locations around farm with possibly 6 pairs 

breeding.  

Lesser Whitethroat (Sylvia curruca) – heard singing on two occasions NHL and possible bred. 



Garden Warbler (Sylvia borin) single bird seen but no evidence of breeding.  

Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus colybita) birds singing in various locations. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:- 

Due to the Covid 19 restrictions no daytime bird ringing was possible however it is hoped over the 

next few months we will be able to set up a “feeding station” behind the farm buildings and with 

regular ringing sessions will reveal a more overall picture of birds located at Church Farm including 

the red data species as well the population trends with more common species. 

 

THRMAL IMAGING 

There were 6 visits to Church Farm from 29th September 2019 through until March 2020 where the 

fields were surveyed using a thermal imager and where possible birds were trapped and ringed. The 

number of birds ringed only represents a small percentage of birds seen during the evenings and it 

was encouraging the numbers seen feeding/roosting in the non till fields. 

Ringed Totals:- 

Skylark 29  

Redwing 6 

Woodcock 4 

Fieldfare 1 

Yellowhammer 1  

 

COMMENT 

It is encouraging that the red data species like Yellowhammer, Skylark and Linnet appear to holding 

there own and will no doubt increase in numbers over the next few years. A feeding station will be 

implemented behind the farm buildings and with regular ringing sessions will reveal population 

trends for more species using the farm. During the winter period the erection of nest boxes for hole 

nesting birds will help with monitoring breeding numbers and amount of young raised. 

It is also hoped that during the coming winter months more visits will be made to undertake thermal 

image captures to reveal that with the correct management of the land will allow nature to flourish. 

Belvide Ringers wish to thank Mike Kavanagh for his interest and allowing us to survey the farmland. 

 

 

 

The below is an extract from the West Midlands Ringing Group 2020 annual report. 

The extract contains a report from the farm Jake Freestone manages.  

To view the full report please visit:  

http://www.westmidlandsringinggroup.co.uk/home/4594503144 



Overbury Enterprises
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The farm has been managed 
The changes have made a 
huge improvement in our soil 
health, easily measured by 
increased earthworm num-
bers, which has subsequently 
increased the number and 
species of farmland birds. 
Coupled with the principles 
above, we have stopped 
using insecticides and seed 
dressings on our crops. 

The farm still uses pesticides, 
such as herbicides (weed 
killers) and fungicides (crop 
health and protection) but 
we are reducing these slowly 
as we grow healthier crops in 
healthier soils.

Overbury Enterprises sits on 
the Gloucestershire/
Worcestershire border and 
covers an area just over 
2,000 Ha from Cotswold brash 
soil on Bredon Hill over sand 
and gravel and lias clay into 
the Vale of Evesham.

The Martin family came to 
Overbury in 1723 and 
gradually bought up the 
farmland and village 
properties. Their descendants 
are still looking after it today.

The 1,600 Hectare in-hand 
farm is a mixed arable and 
sheep farm with some land 
let out for vegetable pro-
duction with irrigation. The 
arable crops grown include 
milling wheat, malting barley, 
beans, linseed, oilseed rape 
and quinoa. We are a LEAF 
(Linking Environment and 
Farming) demonstration farm 
as well as being annually 
LEAF Marque certified since 
2007. The farm also has an 
extensive Entry and Higher 
Level Stewardship 
Agreement, which expires in 
December 2020.

West Midlands Ringing Group were kindly invited to Overbury in summer 
2020.  In this article owner Penelope Bossom and farm Manager 
Jake Freestone provide an overview of this magnificent estate.

Options across our farmland 
include; skylark plots, 
unharvested headlands, 
pollen and nectar mixes, 
wild bird seed areas, 
cultivated margins for rare 
arable flowers, fallow plots, 
beetle banks, reduced 
input grassland and water 
buffer zones. The Estate has 
other enterprises including 
a pheasant and partridge 
shoot, woodland, a nursery 
(Grasshoppers) and both 
residential and commercial 
property.

Sheep grazing the Iron Age Hill Fort 
on Bredon Hill

Planting barley into a cover crop

The farm has been 
managed using the 
principles of Regenerative 
Agriculture since 2015 which 
include

1. Move the soil as little as  
    possible

2. Maintain soil cover at all      
    times

3. Have a wide and diverse  
    rotation

Cover crop mix 2020

Oilseed with companion crops on 
Bredon Hill



Our sheep, who lamb 
outdoors in April, play a 
crucial role in the whole farm 
system, grazing grassland 
through the spring, summer 
and autumn but also forage 
and cover crops on the 
arable fields during the 
winter months. Lamb is 
fattened from grass and 
forage crops and sold 
through Sainsbury’s and 
locally through a box 
scheme. The cover crops 
protect the soil from winter 
rainfall reducing erosion and 
capture significant levels of 
carbon dioxide (reducing 
climate change), feed the 
soil bacteria and fungi but 
also provide habitat, food 
and protection for our
farmland birds.

It has been a real eye 
opener working with the 
West Midlands Ringing group 
this autumn to see for 
ourselves, in much more de-
tail, the numbers of birds on 
the farm. 

We have been monitoring 
our populations since 2004 
but the thermal imagery, 
catch and ringing brings our 
record keeping to a whole 
new level. 

We are hopeful that these 
records will be able to 
promote a sustainable 
farming system, increasing 
our farm biodiversity at a time 
when it needs all the help it 
can get.

Penelope Bossom & Jake 
Freestone Insects utilising the quinoa crop

One of West Midlands Ringing 
Groups ringed Skylark on Bredon 

Hill

Looking out over Bredon Hill

Golden Plover ringed on 
Overbury Estate

From a West Midlands 
Ringing Group Perspective, 
Overbury Enterprises presents 
a fantastic opportunity for 
the group.

We were  fortunate enough 
to be invited to engage 
with the Estate to conduct a 
program of ringing with the 
aim of assisting in the wildlife 
surveying of the estate. 

A Northern Wheatear a 
passage migrant to 

Bredon Hill

Covid-19 delayed the start of 
our effort to the post 
breeding season and has re-
stricted our activities this year 
as a result but good 
coverage has been 
achieved despite this, in 
particular nocturnal farmland 
bird surveys.  

Our efforts to date have 
been concentrated on the 
higher elevations on the 
estate on the upper slopes of 
Bredon Hill (299m).  

The worked area is 
comprised of a number of 
medium sized arable and a 
few pasture fields enclosed 
by limestone stone walls.  

Plantation woodland borders 
the lower edge of the area.

Thermal Surveys have been 
conducted regularly and
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systematically in 7 fields 
around Lalu Farm and 
Sundial Barn.  

Skylark and Woodcock  
have dominated the catch 
in these fields with a small 
number of Snipe, Stock Dove  
and a single Golden Plover 
adding to the interest.  

Roosting Fieldfare are 
frequently observed, often in 
good numbers and thirteen 
have been trapped and 
ringed.  

Redwing are more 
occasional with only two 
trapped and ringed.  

A small number of Skylarks 
have been re-trapped.  

Several attempts to trap the 
Tawny Owls in the plantation 
woodland have so far only 
yielded one individual, but 
there is a healthy population 
and at least four territories 
are present and more work is 
required.

Observations indicate that 
there are very good 
populations of wintering 
Woodcock, evidenced by 
the highest count so far of 
28.  

Snipe have been 
encountered regularly, flocks 
of up to 12 in number have 
been seen on the arable 
fields.  

Golden Plover have been 
observed regularly too with 
22 the highest count.  

Promisingly a single Grey 
Partridge has been noted on 
a thermal survey on the hill 
and as none are released 
here, this must be a wild bird.

Daytime activities have 
been limited to spring 
trapping chats and mist net-
ting Meadow pipits during 
the autumn passage.  

Wheatear, Stonechat and 
Whinchat have all been 
trapped and ringed as well 
as Meadow Pipits.

The Autumn Thrush and Pipit 
passage at the site was 
significant at the site with 
many thousands of the 
former involved while flocks 
of several hundred Meadow 
Pipit were present on at least 
one occasion.  

It is clear that there are very 
healthy wintering bird 
populations present on the 
hill but also that there is much 
more potential for ringing 
activities at other times of 
year and at other locations 
on the estate.  

Spring and autumn passage 
birds, chats and pipits 
especially can be expected 
in numbers on the hill.  

Stonechat are ever present 
and the planned colour 
ringing of birds here should 
be productive in both 
numbers terms and ongoing 
observations.

The populations of Waders in 
the lower areas of the farm 
will be surveyed once 
Shooting activity subsides in 
the new year.  

 In addition two fields in vale 
area that have been 
managed sympathetically 
and developed into reedbed 
and rough flooded grassland 
will no doubt become a 
focus for future activity to 
conduct more passerine 
surveys.  

Finch flocks have been 
noted here as well as a pos-
sible reed bunting roost.  The 
area as whole will no doubt 
hold reedbed species and 
act as a focus for passage 
warblers in Spring and 
Summer through to early 
autumn.

John Overfield
WMRG

Above Stonechat from Bredon Hill

Above Right - Stock Dove from 
Bredon Hill
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Tim Parton Farm Manager: BREWOOD PARK FARM 

birds recorded during 2019 

Kestrel – amber data species R 

The pair from the previous year continued to use the nest box and this summer raised 4 young which were ringed prior to fledging 

and leaving the nest box. It is hoped that at least one of the chicks locate a further nest box placed on the other side of the canal. 

Merlin – red data species 

A male Merlin was seen on a regular basis during the winter months no doubt relying on the winter flock of Linnets as a food 

source. 

Buzzard 

Buzzards are seen daily across the farm and although nesting has not been confirmed the farm offers a wide food source for this 

once endangered species. 

Sparrowhawk R 

Both male and female Sparrowhawks are seen frequently especially along the hedgerows and at the feeding station no doubt 

looking for the next meal.  

Barn Owl – amber data species 

Following the human predation of the nest box during 2018 it was decided to move the nest box to another location and away from 

public view. A total of 3 nest boxes have now been erected across the farm however non have been taken to date despite 

occasional sightings of hunting Barn Owls across various fields. 

Tawny Owl R  

It is believed at least one pair nest on the farm but this has yet to be confirmed Tawny Owls are heard and seen at dusk on an 

occasional basis and one was caught and ringed the previous years. 

Little Owl  

It would be expected that this owl would be resident on the farm but only occasional sightings are made and a more concerted 

effort will be made in 2020 to survey this species with the inclusion of nest boxes. 

House Sparrow – red data species 

This once abundant species has suffered a massive decline during the last 10 years and are now only found in small groups. During 

2019 a small flock were around the main buildings and a suitable nest box was erected but to date this has not been used. 

Woodcock – red data species R 

Although this species does not nest on the farm it is a favourable wintering ground for UK birds and no doubt the visitors from 

Eastern Europe. The birds can only be located at night with the thermal imager as they are feeding in most of the suitable fields and 

sometimes this can be in double figures. 

Jack Snipe R 

This species does not breed in the UK however they over winter here and again they can be seen feeding at night on various fields. 

Snipe – amber data species R 

As with Woodcock the UK birds are joined by birds from the Continent and again can be seen feeding at night and occasionally in 

good numbers.  

Grey Wagtail – red data species 

This elusive bird favours feeding and nesting near to water courses and a least one pair favoured the land along the River Penk. 

Pied Wagtail  

This species like its above cousin tend to favour land near a water course however following the breeding season they can be seen 

in various habitats including the arable fields and were seen regularly during the year.  



Yellow Wagtail – red data species 

This bird is a summer migrant from Africa and nests on arable land again near to a water course or on damp meadows. During the 

year at least 3 pairs were noted. 

Skylark – red data species R 

Although this species is in major decline it appears to be thriving on the farm with at least 50 pairs noted during the spring. During 

the winter the numbers increase with migrants from the Continent and quite large numbers can be seen in the fields roosting at 

night in small parties. 

Swallow R 

It was noted by colleagues country wide that the Swallow numbers this year were in steep decline and this was reflected in the 

small number of birds breeding at the farm as opposed to previous years. It is not yet understood the reason for the decline but it is 

hoped that the birds manage to maintain numbers next year. 

House Martin 

This summer visitor did not breed on the farm however good numbers were seen daily feeding over the fields. 

Swift 

Like the House Martin this species does not breed on the farm but could be seen daily during the summer feeding over the land. 

Blackbird R 

As expected this species breeds in quite good numbers and no doubt are joined by over wintering Continental birds and can be 

seen feeding on invertebrate’s in the open fields and along the hedgerows. 

Song Thrush – red data species R 

This species no doubt breeds on the farm and could occasionally be seen at various locations singing from the top of a tree 

especially during the breeding season.  

Goldcrest R 

A small population frequent Big Wood throughout the year with numbers slightly increase with birds from the Continent. 

Mistle Thrush – red data species 

A bird that favours the tree canopy in woodland and therefore rarely seen however during the winter birds were seen on regular 

basis feeding in open fields. 

Fieldfare R 

A winter visitor from Scandanavia and Eastern Europe and thriving on the food source on offer at the farm. The numbers on 

occasions can reach 400+  birds feeding on the invertebrate’s and other insects. A small number were caught and ringed as they 

roost in the fields at night. 

Redwing R 

Another winter visitor from Scandanavia, Eastern Europe and Iceland and small numbers could be found feeding with the Fieldfare 

and again a few are ringed as they roost in the fields at night. 

Robin R 

A resident species and seen daily at various locations. 

Blackcap 

A summer visitor from Africa and at least 6 pairs were noted during the breeding season nesting near to woodland. 

Whitethroat – amber data species 

Another summer migrant from Africa that nests along hedgerows and a possible 8 bred on the farm. 

Lesser Whitethroat – red data species 

A summer migrant from East Africa that travels around the Mediterranean as opposed to crossing into Europe across the sea from 

its wintering quarters. At least 5 pairs were seen during the breeding season no doubt nesting along the hedgerow. 



Chiffchaff 

Another summer migrant that favours woodland to breed and the singing males could be heard at various locations around the 

farm. 

Willow Warbler 

A summer migrant that is similar to the Chiffchaff and singing males were noticed in a few locations around the farm but not in the 

same numbers as the Chiffchaff. 

Marsh Tit – red data species R 

This species has declined in large numbers during the last 10 years however it is a believed they are holding their own on the farm 

and special nest boxes have been erected in a hope to increase the local population. 

Blue Tit R 

A bird that can be seen at various locations around the farm and in winter visiting bird tables. They nested and reared young in 10 

of the nest boxes provided. 

Great Tit R 

Another species that can be seen at various locations and they nested in 8 of the nest boxes provided. 

Long Tailed Tit R 

Another of the tit species that can be a little elusive during the summer months but during autumn and winter they can easily be 

seen as they wander around in small family flocks. 

Coal Tit R 

A small population are resident in Big Wood however they have not taken to using the nest boxes in an effort to increase the small 

numbers. 

Nuthatch R 

A truly woodland bird that will visit garden bird tables during the winter and numbers appear to be stable on the farm. 

Treecreeper R 

An elusive little bird that also favours woodland and like the Nuthatch the small population appear to be stable. 

Dunnock R 

A small brown bird that frequents the hedgerows to breed and numbers appear at a sustained level. 

Great Spotted Woodpecker R 

A woodland bird that sometimes visits garden bird tables during winter months mainly feeding on peanuts. The numbers 

encountered during the year tend to suggest they are maintaining a stable small population. 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 

The smaller cousin of the woodpecker species which seems to favour the tree canopy of large woodland however at least one pair 

were noted in Big Wood during the year. 

Green Woodpecker 

This species is not believed to breed on the farm however it is a regular visitor to the arable fields no doubt feeding on ant nests. 

Linnet – red data species 

A once numerous species that have severely declined over the last few years and it was good to see quite large flocks feeding on 

the farm during the winter months. On at least two occasions the feeding flock reached in excess of 400 birds during February 

giving hope for the future. 

Chaffinch R 

A once numerous species that has been affected by an unknown disease that creates a leg and foot fungus. The winter numbers 

increase during the winter with birds from the Continent and are found feeding in the open fields. 

 



Brambling R  

Another species that winters from Scandanavia sometimes in large numbers and again feeds on seeds in the open fields. 

Yellowhammer – red data species R 

A species that was once numerous on farm land but has declined rapidly in the last 15 years however there is a good population 

resident across the farm and hopefully the numbers will increase in the next decade and spread out to other local farms 

Lapwing – red data species 

The decline in this species has been major over the last 10 years however at least 4 pairs chose to nest on the farm but we were 

unable to locate any chicks with the thermal imager. As they are ground nesting birds the eggs/chicks are open to predation by 

Grey Squirrels and Badgers. 

Grey Partridge red data species R 

A bird that has been in severe decline in the last 20 years however the farm sustains a reasonable number which are seen and 

ringed at night using the thermal imager technique. 

Golden Plover 

A bird that breeds on upland moors however during the winter they roost on the farm and sometimes the numbers reach 30 plus 

birds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


